4I2                  THE SIEGE  OF SEVASTOPOL          CH. xxx.
Admiral Houston Stewart, the former a man of active mind eao-er for distinction, and striving incessantly by thought and deed to carry out the object of the day, the latter an officer of merit, never lagging in the performance of duty, and a most agreeable companion. The Sardinians with judicious foresight were now taking part in the war. They had thrown in their lot with the belligerent Allies, and their contingent, commanded by General La Marmora, was encamped eastward beyond Sir Colin Campbell's position at and near Balaklava. The Russians not long before had made an advance on that side with a "certain display of force, but being effectively opposed, their plan, whatever it was, had ended in their retreat The attempt had been followed by a state of inaction on that side of the lines, which was put to trial one day in my presence. I accompanied the French commander on a visit to the Sardinian quarters, and on our ride thither we halted on open ground in front of a steep declivity garnished half way up with a strong Russian battery. Our party was numerous. The officers composing it were in uniform, and Pelissier himself wore a white African burnous, which fluttered with every motion of his horse, and offered a tempting mark for gunners in the opposite fort. Not a shot however was fired, and after stopping some little while without the slightest molestation we went on to the Sardinian encampment, where we found an abundance of good cheer and a most enjoyable repose.
" The ceremony, for which I was sent to the Crimea, took place under canvas at the British headquarters. Such arrangements as a camp could afford to express the dignity of the occasion were carefully prepared. It was my business to sit in a sort of extemporized state-chair, to make three or four little speeches suggested severally by the merits of the intended knights, and finally to lay my sword upon the shoulders of each when invested with the star and ribband of the Order. The commanders-in-chief of both armies and their respective staffs assisted. We were all within hearing of the guns which almost continually announced the progress of the siege and suggested solemn thoughts. Sir Edmund Lyons was singular in receiving a second Grand Cross, the civil decoration having been already conferred upon him. Among